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SITE DESCRIPTION/EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Site Name and Location 

Michigan Consolidated Gas Co. Station B County: 
East Jefferson Ave. Michigan Code Number: 
Detroit, MI 48207 DNR District: 

EPA ID Number: 

SAS Score/Screen No.: 

Wayne 
82-02S-I2E-?? 
Detroit 
MID9811903I7 

All information contained within this site description has been taken 
from an EDI Engineering and Science Report, Initial Site Investigation, 
(1985). All sampling was conducted in fall of 1984 by EDI. 

The Michigan Consolidated Gas Co. (Michcon Station B) site is a 17 acre 
site on which coal gasification - the production of methane from heating 
coal - had occurred since 1871. Mutual Gas and Light Co. and Detroit 
City Gas Co. operated at this site before Michcon. The plant was disman
tled and closed down in 1954. Currently the site is almost entirely 
covered with asphalt except the railroad right-of-way. 

Ambient air samples revealed non-detectable levels of benzene, toluene, 
and xylene at all locations. Subsurface air sampling detected benzene, 
toluene, and xylene. 

Groundwater sampling has revealed 23 mg/1 of benzene, 6.7 mg/1 
ethylbenzene, 2.8 mg/1 of toluene, 3.9 mg/1 of xylene and elevated levels 
of many poly-nuclear aromatics (PNA's). These levels were found in MW 
No. 2. MW No. 3 also showed contamination by various PNA's, benzene, 
toluene, and xylene. Soil sampling shows elevated levels of these 
previously mentioned chemicals, especially near facilities of the old 
plant. Cyanide at 52 ppm was detected in one subsurface soil sample. 
Soil contamination appears to exist only in the subsurface layers below 
2.5 feet. 

Groundwater flow is in a southerly direction toward the river. 
Lacustrine clay deposits persist down to 70 feet, where sand follows to 
150 feet. These clays are thought to be represent an aguiclude and are 
thought to direct groundwater discharge to the river. 

Recommendations to EPA 

A MDNR task force has been formed to establish general guidelines for the 
study and evaluation of these coal-gasification sites. It seems to be 
the concerted opinion of the task force members that the EDI reports are 
deficient. Due to the fact that the reisponsible parties involved are 
taking steps toward a resolution of these problems, it is given a medium 
priority. 
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